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for the preparation of the commemorative document to be read 
at the celebration, by the New York Academy of Sciences, of 
the two hundredth anniversary of the birth of Carl von Linne, 
reported, throjjgh the secretary, that Professor Underwood had 
been appointed to prepare the document, and had accepted. 

On motion the secretary cast the ballot of the club, electing to 
membership the persons nominated. 

The scientific program consisted of a symposium of four papers 
on the subject of " Trees." Each paper was illustrated by 
lantern views. The symposium was opened by Professor L. M. 
Underwood, who spoke on " Some Historic American Trees. ' 
Mr. William Solotarofif discussed " The Planting and Care of 
Shade Trees," giving an interesting account of the preparation 
for planting in the nursery, methods of transplanting along high- 
ways and streets, the dangers that threaten shade trees, and 
briefly of the means of protection against these dangers. 

Dr. E. B. Southwick spoke on " Trees in Winter," showing 
views taken in Central Park, and elsewhere in and about Greater 
New York. The last number was by Dr. N. L. Britton, who 
showed a selection of colored lantern slides from the Van Brunt 
collection, illustrating the flowers and fruits of common trees. 

At the conclusion of the regular program, Mr. Edward R. 
Taylor, of Penn Yan, N. Y., exhibited some beautiful, and botanic- 
ally interesting, samples of vegetable silk, and fabrics woven 
from it, together with the raw material of which it is made. The 
process of its manufacture from cotton-seed cellulose was briefly 
described, and samples of "artificial horse-hair," made by treat- 
ing ordinary cotton thread with the dissolved cotton-seed cellu- 
lose, were also exhibited and the process of its fabrication briefly 
described. 

The Club adjourned at 10:30 o'clock. 

C. Stuart Gager, 

Secretary. 
NEWS ITEMS 

Dr. J. E. Kirkwood has recently been promoted to a professor- 
ship of botany in Syracuse University, and the botanical work 
there is now recognized as an independent department of the uni- 
versity instruction. 
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Mr. Guy West Wilson (M. S., Purdue University, 1906), who 
during the past year has been engaged in mycological studies at 
the New York Botanical Garden, has been appointed professor 
of biology in the Upper Iowa University at Fayette, Iowa, and 
expects to begin his work there next autumn. 

Fred Jay Seaver, university fellow in botany in Columbia Uni- 
versity during igo6—'oj, has been appointed assistant professor 
of botany in the North Dakota Agricultural College and assist- 
ant botanist of the agricultural experiment station at Fargo, 
North Dakota. 

Mr. Edward Lyman Morris, who has been connected with the 
high schools of Washington, D. C. since 1895, and since 1900 
head of their biological departments, has been appointed curator 
of natural sciences in the Museum of the Brooklyn Institute of 
Arts and Sciences, the appointment taking effect from July i . 

At the one hundred and fifty-third commencement of Colum- 
bia University on June 12, those who received advanced degrees 
in connection with the work carried on in the department of 
botany were Elsie Kupfer, who was granted the degree of doctor 
of philosophy, and Mary Morrell Brackett, Alice Adelaide Knox, 
Helen Letitia Palliser, and Maud J. Staber, who received the 
degree of master of arts. 

The fourth annual field "Symposium," in which the Philadel- 
phia Botanical Club, the Washington Botanical Club, and the 
Torrey Botanical Club will cooperate, will be held in the interest- 
ing region about Swartswood Lake, Sussex Co., New Jersey, 
July I to 8. The headquarters of the Symposium will be at the 
Hotel Waldmere, in the town of Newton, where a rate of ;^ 10 for 
the week has been secured. Those who expect to attend are 
requested to notify Mr. Joseph Crawford, president of the Phila- 
delphia Botanical Club, 2824 Frankford Avenue, Philadelphia, Pa. 

The summer meeting of the Vermont Botanical Club will be 
held in Pownal, July 2 and 3. Pownal is the extreme south- 
western township of the state and it includes the only Vermont 
stations for Liriodendron Tidipifera and several other species of 
plants, and is said to be also the only known station in New 
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England for Aster sagittifolius and a few other species. The 
limestone region about North Pownal produces most of the rare 
plants but the extensive bogs in the eastern part of the town offer 
much of interest to botanical collectors. The headquarters for 
the meeting will be at the Hotel Glenwood, North Pownal, where 
members and their friends will assemble on the evening of July i. 
Benjamin Davis Gilbert, well known as an amateur Istudent of 
the ferns, died at his home in Clayville, New York, on June 3, in 
the 72d year of his age. Mr. Gilbert was a graduate of Hamil- 
ton College in the cla.ss of 1857. From i860 to 1876 he was 
engaged in the book trade in Utica,N. Y., and from 1877 to 1888 
he was connected with the Utica Morning Herald, during much 
of this time as as literary editor and later as agricultural editor. 
Between 1892 and 1897 he was secretary of the New York State 
Dairymen's Association and edited its annual reports. Mr. Gil- 
bert's interest in ferns began in early life. In addition to his per- 
sonal collections in the United States, he had gathered ferns in 
Martinique, St. Thomas, Jamaica, and Bermuda. His botanical 
papers were published chiefly in the Fern Bulletin and in the 
Bulletin of the Torrey Botanical Club. 



